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OATA President, Drew Laskoski,  

Trainer of the Year 

 

 

The Ontario Junior Hockey League today announced that Drew Laskoski of the Newmarket Hurricanes 

has been named the 2014-15 recipient of the OJHL Trainer-of-the-Year Award. 

The 52-year old Laskoski has spent the past 28 years plying his trade with York Region junior clubs, 

dating back to the 1985-86 season when he was the trainer for the Schomberg Cougars Junior 'C' club 

after graduating with a Bachelors of Science in Kinesiology from the University of Waterloo.  With the 

Newmarket Flyers of the OPJHL taking a one year hiatus in 1986-87, they returned as the Junior 'B' 

Newmarket 87's in 1987-88 and with Laskoski as the club's Head Athletic Therapist, starting an on-and-

off tenure with the franchise that sees him still in Newmarket today. 
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After spending two seasons with the 87's, Laskoski would attain his Diploma in Sports Injury 

Management from Sheridan College in 1990, while also spending a season as the University of Toronto 

Varsity Blues' Trainer in 1989-90.  That summer, he would partner with Dr. Harvey Pasternak to establish 

Upper Canada Sports Medicine in Newmarket, Ontario, of which he remains co-owner today.  Laskoski 

returned to the 87's fold in 1991-92 and would remain with the club for six seasons, through their 

transitional return to the OJHL Junior 'A' ranks and an OJHL/Dudley-Hewitt Cup Championship season 

in 1995-96 that included a trip to the first-ever Royal Bank Cup that took place in Melfort, Saskatchewan. 

He changed clubs that summer, joining the division rival Stouffville Spirit in 1997-98, while also 

becoming an executive member of the Ontario Athletic Therapist Association (OATA).  Laskoski spent 

the next nine years with the Spirit before returning to Newmarket in 2007-08.  During that time, he would 

expand his role with the OATA by becoming the President in 2005, another role that he still holds today, 

while also being part of the 2005-06 Spirit that finished as runner-up to the champion St. Michael's 

Buzzers.  Laskoski remained with the Hurricanes until 2012, rejoining the Spirit for 2012-13, and then 

back to the 'Canes for a fourth stint beginning this season. 

Most recently, the trainer has been a 'Go-To' guy for the OJHL, participating in numerous league events.  

Laskoski would be part of the staff at the first three Central Canada Cup All-Star Challenges, including 

with the North Division All-Stars in 2012 finishing as runner-up, the North Division All-Stars in 2013, 

and the North-East Conference All-Stars in 2014.  During that time, he would twice finish as runner-up 

for OJHL Trainer-of-the-Year Award in both 2012 and 2013.  His talents were further rewarded this past 

season when he was selected to represent the OJHL as part of the training staff for Team Canada East at 

the 2014 World Junior 'A' Challenge that was held in Kindersley, Saskatchewan. 

Outside of hockey, Laskoski was a member of the Host Medical Team at the 1999 Pan-American Games 

that was held in Winnipeg, Manitoba, and will take on a similar role this summer at the 2015 Pan-Am 

Games that are being held in Toronto.  He is a certified Level III OHA Hockey Trainer and an EAD 

certified Red Cross First Responder. 

The OJHL Trainer-of-the-Year Award is awarded to the trainer, therapist or equipment manager that is 

adjudged to be the best at his profession for his/her member club throughout the course of the regular 

season, while past experience and time served will be taken into consideration. 


